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  This study provides an overview of vacancy and blight within communities across the 
United States and the significance that these factors play in the overall health and prosperity of 
the neighborhoods and cities in which they exist. The recent housing boom and eventual bust 
destabilized neighborhoods and led the federal government to provide funds for communities to 
combat vacancy and blight through the American Recovery Act and the Dodd Frank Act. The 
City of Muncie utilized these funds to demolish vacant, blighted properties and to aid developers 
in the rehabilitation of several historic properties for rental and sale to low-income residents. 
Although these efforts are an excellent starting point for redevelopment of Muncie’s 
neighborhoods, there is room for improvement in utilizing private-public relationships and 
funding sources to amplify current successes.  